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ABOUT THE REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL

The first REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL was held in Kingston, February 20-22, 2008 to showcase some of the scores of films that have been made about Jamaica’s reggae music and culture.   The event was organized through a collaboration with Jamaican film maker and film festival organizer, BARBARA BLAKE HANNAH, working with British film archivist/distribution agent PETER GITTINS of REGGAE FILMS UK, and with support from the Ministry of Information, Culture, Youth & Sports.

SPONSORS

Sponsors of the REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL 2008 included: JAMAICA TOURIST BOARD;  IRIE-FM; ALTAMONT COURT HOTEL; VIRGIN AIRLINES; IRIE-FM; CVM-TV; HYPE-TV; JAMAICA OBSERVER newspaper; STRAWBERRY HILL HOTEL; JAMEDIA PRODUCTIONS; REGGAE FILMS UK.

FILMS & FILM MAKERS
The REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL opened at Emancipation Park, New Kingston, on the night of a full moon eclipse and in the presence of many film makers, actors and celebrity guests.  Travelling from abroad and paying their own air fare were: WAYNE JOBSON, director of the Peter Tosh documentary ‘Stepping Razor, Red X’; JEP JORBA from Spain, director of the documentary ‘Rico Rodriques – the Legacy”; BILL PARKER, director of the dancer hall feature “KLA$H”; ARTHUR GORSON, leading Hollywood producer of the Ernie Ranglin documentary ‘Roots of Reggae’; JUNGLE GEORGE from Canada, director of ‘Destination Jamaica’.
Jamaican film personalities included CARL BRADSHAW – star of 9 feature films made in Jamaica; actor CARL DAVIS, star of ‘Dance Hall Queen’ and the Festival film ‘Almost Heaven’ (Germany); RICK ELGOOD of “Me an’ Mi Kru”, film producers MAXINE WALTERS, NATALIE THOMPSON and ED WALLACE. 
MEDIA

RIDDIM Magazine, Europe’s leading reggae magazine based in Germany, covered the Film Festival with writer and photographer, while IRIE-FM, CVM-TV and HYPE TV gave live and recorded coverage of the event with interviews, promotional trailers and ads. POCA-TV from Holland attended and filmed interviews which were later uploaded to the Internet.  FILMS & FESTIVALS gave coverage in March 2008 based on newspaper reports of the event, and have continued to give coverage to the Reggae Film Festival
SPECIAL ACTIVITY

The second and third nights of the REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL were held at the Courtleigh Auditorium, New Kingston. There the REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL initiated the formation of a JAMAICA FILM ACADEMY that inducted six film pioneers to produce more Jamaican films and increase the nation’s film output. The six inductees are: CARL BRADSHAW, CHRIS BLACKWELL, TREVOR RHONE, FRANKLYN ST. JUSTE, CYNTHIA WILMOT and SALLY HENZELL (representing her late husband PERRY HENZELL).  

MISSED OPPORTUNITY

In 2009 the REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL was invited to partner with PROPELLER TV, a UK-based cable station broadcasting to 18 million persons across Europe.  They offered to showcase the RFF online if we would include films from their online film festival in our event.  In return they offered to advertise the RFF on their site and to promote a travel package to Jamaica.

In 2009 we were informed that a prize trip to the REGGAE FILM FESTIVAL  was being offered by a radio station in Poland and that as a result, a group of 40 persons had planned to attend the RFF 2009.  The 2009 event was cancelled and a scaled down version screening 7 films was shown.

RFF 2009 FILMS

Despite the cancellation of the 2009 event, the RFF organizers had to fulfill commitments to screen the films of 4 film makers who paid their way to the Festival.  As a result, we held screenings in Ocho Rios at Island Village, and in Kingston at the CPTC.  Films shown were: THE SERBIA STATUE, director Mirko Miljus (Serbia); THE PIANO TUNER, director Sugar Cane (USA); THE FORGOTTEN FATHER, director  Perry Cassagnol (USA),  and WHY DO JAMAICANS RUN SO FAST?, Director Fernando Garcia (Spain).  As a result of the stories sent to the media by the organizers, this film was invited to several international film festivals and won an Award at the Milano Sports Film Festival in 2009
IN-KIND SPONSORS
HILTON KINGSTON HOTEL has agreed to be the venue sponsor of RFF2010

CPTC – has agreed to be a sponsor of the FF by awarding the main prize in the 24-hour-film competition of a chance to make a film for CTV.


IRIE –FM has agreed to again be a Sponsor of radio ads, publicity, etc.

CHAT! Afternoon entertainment newspaper, has agreed to be our print sponsor.
TALK TV on the Telstar cable channel, has agreed to be our CableTV sponsor of ads, and to screen RFF films before and after the event.

Reggae Film Festival 2010
This years event is to be held at the Hilton Hotel from 25th-27th February and we have some wonderful films to show with entries from all over the world, some of these include the cult film ‘Babylon’ by Franco Rosso made in the early 80’s, ‘Made in Jamaica’ by well known French film maker Jerome Lapperousaz, we also have a world premiere of Don McConnell’s ‘Reggae in the Ruff’ which we’re all going to be looking forward to. Also a great little film about the story of Randy’s records in Kingston which later went on to become the worlds largest Reggae distributor now based in the US. These are just a few of the great films we have this year.

We have been trying hard to secure the Reggae film Festival as an annual event on Jamaican’s events calendar, we are still looking for support to help us to continue running this event each year. We have many plans for the future of the event which include the involvement of film distributors worldwide which we hope will really make a big difference to the future of the Jamaican film industry. We’re interested in hearing from anyone who would like to support or collaborate with us so please get in touch via our website at www.reggaefilmfestival.com 

